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Thank you for inviting me to speak at this wonderful celebration for African-American history.

I want to thank Col David Jarrett (MC, U.S. Army), Dr. Terry Pellmar, CDR Bedford (Chaplain, USU) and the AFFRI Multicultural Awareness Committee for inviting me.

I want to say that I truly feel we would not have the Navy we have today without our diverse Sailors.

Taking a look at history, it is easy to point out trailblazers like RADM Lillian Fishburne who in 1998 became the first African-American female promoted to flag rank in the U.S. Navy.

Her accomplishments built on a legacy of others, like ADM J. Paul Reason who became the Navy's first black four-star admiral in 1996 and VADM Samuel L. Gravely, Jr. who served 38 years in the Navy and was the U.S. Navy's first black admiral.

Who can forget the heroics of Dorie Miller during the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941? Miller, a Navy Cook by trade and a man who had been segregated by society, took over a machine gun aboard the Battleship West Virginia and turned it on the Japanese aircraft shooting down as many as six planes by some accounts, before he, himself was killed. This is a perfect example of what one brave African-American gave for the country he loved.

Also, let us not forget Harriet Ida Pickens and Frances Wills who became the first female African-American Naval officers commissioned as WAVES in November 1944.

This year's theme for Black History Month is "The Niagara Movement: Black Protest Reborn, 1905 - 2005." 

The Niagara Movement is considered by many to be a time of great significance in the struggle for equal rights in America.  Twenty-nine prominent black men, who believed inequality was not what they wanted for their children, led the movement. 

People like educator and activist, W. E. B. Du Bois, met secretly during the summer of 1905 at Niagara Falls, Ontario, and drew up a manifesto calling for full civil liberties, abolition of racial discrimination, and recognition of human brotherhood for Blacks--basic human rights afforded to all according to the Constitution. 

The accomplishments of the Niagara Movement inspired and laid the foundation for my father who was a physician at Howard University and Dr. Hoffler who was a roommate and fellow resident of my father at Provident Hospital in the late 1940’s.

Dr. Hoffler who passed away last November was a pioneer and a great model for me as well as many young, black aspiring physicians in America.

But our celebration of Black history should not focus on just the past. 

Today, we need to celebrate our own trailblazers, too. 

Let us also acknowledge HM2 Marion Vanzie, our Junior Sailor of the Year and HM3 Alicia Williams, our 2004 Blue Jacket of the Year. These are our future leaders, folks.

Let’s look at Chief Tracey Lewis, too, who is one of our hospital staff members spearheading the command’s mentorship program – a Navy-wide initiative which will only help build our teamwork and unity.

Bridging the gap are people like Chaplain Willie Williams, who is coordinating a program right now between NNMC and Ballou High School, to help build up the school and foster a better environment for its students.  Who knows, some of those students may be future Sailors!

The Navy is a fine path.  It is a place to grow and develop, while you serve.  It offers challenges and opportunities, and the chance to make a difference.  Our Sailors are making a difference.

What everyone brings into the Navy based on their own experiences and education -- their personal toolbox -- is what we’ll need to use to better leverage our capabilities.

Black history is and always has been a vital part of American society.  Learning and understanding cultural differences are important aspects in the concept of teamwork and, essentially, America. 

At Bethesda, we are successful in our treatment and care of patients because we rely on the strengths of all our staff.  

It is that American spirit of inclusion and diversity that has made today’s Navy wonderful and this great Nation strong and rich with culture. 

I want to leave you with this verse which is prominently displayed in the Bethesda Multi-Cultural Committee display case in the 1st floor of Building One.

The beauties of natures come in all colors

The strengths of human kind come in many forms

Every human being is wonderfully unique

All of us contribute in different ways

When we learn to honor the difference, and appreciate the mix, we find harmony
Thank you.
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