HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH NAVY SPEECH

On behalf of all the men and women serving, both here and abroad in the united states navy, I thank you for inviting me here today.  it is truly an honor and a privilege to celebrate and RECOGNIZE HISPANIC Heritage Month with you.  

EACH YEAR, WE AS A NATION TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT ON THE VAST CONTRIBUTIONS AND SACRIFICES MADE BY THE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE HELPED, AND CONTINUE TO HELP, our Navy be a global force for good. The Navy proudly joins the nation in the commemoration of Hispanic Heritage Month and the celebration of our nation’s diversity.
originally proclaimed as national heritage week in 1968, IT WAS not UNTIL 1988 THAT IT WAS EXPANDED TO COVER A 31-DAY PERIOD.  hispanic heritage month is now celebrated from THE 15th OF september to THE 15th OF october coinciding with the anniversaries of the independence of mexico and chile and five central american countries, including costa rica, el salvador, guatemala, honduras and nicaragua. 

Every year, we celebrate with a theme that reflects the unique experiences and contributions Hispanics have made to our nation. This month’s theme** recognizes the value every person’s different skills, talents and experiences bring to America’s navy. 
By 2020, one third of the nation’s workforce will be minority; by 2050, one half. with this in mind, The Navy actively KEEPS PACE with workforce diversity to attract and retain the talent we need. with approximately 63,000** Hispanic active duty and reserve Sailors and Navy Civilians proudly serving our country and protecting our way of life, it is evident that our STRENGTH LIES IN our DIVERSITY. EVERYDAY, AND IN EVERY FACET OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, THESE TALENTED SAILORS WORK, SERVE AND SACRIFICE FOR THEIR COUNTRY AND ITS CITIZENS. THEY BRING TO THE FIGHT UNIQUE TALENTS AND EXPERIENCES THAT ENRICH OUR SERVICE CULTURE.  

We speak of a Hispanic Heritage, but we also know that the very rich culture we refer to when we use the term “Hispanic” is itself the result of a unique blending of other cultures, traditions, and nationalities; each with its own history and character.  Hispanics, in turn, have contributed immeasurably to the development of this country.  

Hispanics have served at sea in every single war of our nation’s history. They have served as ordinary seamen, 4-star admirals, fighter pilots, physicians, nuclear engineers, and policymakers. They have stood not on the fringes of the service, but at its core, as makers of American naval history. and I want to take this opportunity to honor a few of the Hispanic Americans from our Navy’s history who have served with distinction, 

LEADERS SUCH AS:

· THE Navy’s first four-star Admiral, David Farragut, was a Hispanic and son of a spanish merchant ship captain. 
· Edward Hidalgo, who in 1979, became the first Hispanic Secretary of the Navy and made recruiting more Latinos and Latinas, especially as officers, his top priority.  
· Joe Campa who in 2006 became the first Hispanic Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy, MAKING him the top-ranking enlisted person.
· Hospitalman 2nd Class Luis Fonseca Jr. who received the Navy Cross for extraordinary heroism in the presence of great danger during Operation Iraqi Freedom on March 23, 2003.
· or most recently Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Amilcar Rodriguez who was awarded the Silver Star for his actions on Nov. 6, 2009, while supporting Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.
oNE INTERESTING FACT IS THAT 43** men of Hispanic origin have EARNED THE MEDAL OF honor, including 21 who have sacrificed their lives.  Latinos are the largest single ethnic group, in proportion to the number who serve, to EARN THIS AWARD. the first was Philip Bazaar, a sailor of Chilean DECENT WHO was recognized for bravery during the Civil War.
In addition, we canNOT forget the impressive Hispanic American women, past and present, who have served among us.

Women such as: 
· Lilia Ramires, Carmen Gilliland, Trinoria Pinto, and Ina Gomez, who in 1981 became the first Latina graduates of the United states Naval Academy.  
· Or more recently, RETIRED Captain Kathlene Contres WHO was Commandant of the Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute and the highest ranking female Hispanic active duty line officer in 2009.

· AND CDR Yvette Gonzalez Davids who became the first Latina skipper of a surface combatant when she took command of the guided missile frigate Curts in 2010.

in addition to THESE inspiring EXAMPLES, THERE are currently four admirals, three members of the senior executive service and 156 master chief petty officers of Hispanic heritage that are leading the Navy today**. 

today, more and more HISPANICS are OCCUPying LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN THE navy. WE ARE PROUD OF this fact and are committed to encouraging HISPANICS and all minorities to ACHIEVE success IN UNIFORM.
In 2011 The Navy recognizes the service of more than 63,000*** Hispanic Sailors and civilians who comprise approximately 11 PERCENT*** of our active, reserve and civilian forces. EACH OF THESE SAILORS AND CIVILIANS play an important role in protecting America’s waterways and their courageous efforts have protected our nation at sea, under sea and in the air.
CLOSING

HISPANIC heritage MONTH IS AN IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OF US TO UNDERSTAND AND VALUE not just THE INCREDIBLE CONTRIBUTIONS OF The past, but to celebrate the diversity that unites and makes america’s NAVY a true global force for good. 

I AM HONORED TO HAVE BEEN HERE WITH YOU TODAY.

thank you.

** Please check with NRC PAO/navy personnel command for latest personnel numbers AND theme information.
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